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St. Thome", where he could intercept reinforcements
arriving from Pondicherry. Here, on October 24th, 1746,
he was defeated by M. Paradis in the memorable battle
which completely altered the relations between the
Europeans and the native princes, and paved the way
for the ambitious schemes of Dupleix. The superiority
of disciplined troops to native levies was firmly estab-
lished, and the European traders who, previous to the
battle, had been despised as inferiors were after it re-
garded as equals to be at once courted and feared.
Paradis, who had only two hundred and thirty Europeans
and seven hundred sepoys, owed his victory to the
discipline of his men and to the promptness and boldness
of his attack on the enemy's guns. The success of
the brilliant Swiss soldier and the causes which led to
it appear to have made a lasting impression on the
mind of young Olive, then a prisoner of war at Madras.
After the victory Paradis was appointed Governor of
Madras, and, under instructions from Dupleix, declared
the treaty of ransom and all engagements between Gover-
nor Morse and Admiral La Bourdonnais null and void.
The terms of the capitulation were violated and more
onerous ones imposed. Mr. Morse and several of the
principal merchants were removed to Pondicherry ; many
of the settlers were ruined ; and others, amongst whom
was Olive, escaped to Fort St. David, where a bolder
spirit ruled over the destinies of the English, La
Bourdonnais, in agreeing to the terms of capitula-
tion and signing the treaty of ransom, relied upon his
instructions from home, and refused to recognise the
authority of the Governor of Pondicherry. Dupleix, on
the other hand, claimed supreme power as Governor-